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From Rubble to Rejoicing (Nehemiah) - 8

Hello, listening friends.
BRI, REF

Again, we are very thankful that you have
tuned in to listen to this broadcast;

TREBEHRE R BAT T H

and, also, I am glad, if you are a new listener
today, we are glad you tuned in.
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We have been studying the book of Nehemiah;
XL 7 JATHAE A JE MoK,

and, today, Nehemiah tells us that moral
integrity is the over-riding qualification for
godly leadership.
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In Nehemiah, Chapter 5,
MIBAKICE 5 FiH,

we see the importance of moral and spiritual
character in leadership.

FATE W — A E) N s A g R 2 4
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If we are to see God’s blessing,
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then, spiritual integrity is of uttermost
importance.
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One of the ways inner character is revealed.

BRITE— N AN WLERE IR,

is the way we handle money.

REF BB RE 1.

If you are listening to this broadcast for the first
time,
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I hope that you can catch up with us in this
series of messages.

A BARR R RE R FR T UFRBERE
Nehemiah is leading the rebuilding of the wall
around Jerusalem.
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and he has been encountering problems all
along the way.
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In Chapter 5,
S EH,

we see that, in the middle of this major building
program,

BAE WAEZFE— AR TR,

he faced an economic crisis.

Hble BB LR E L

You know, money is often a subject that is
misunderstood.

I W AT T <R T B R AR
Some people think that the Bible says that
money is the root of all evil.

AN N, LU, &2 TEZR.
In fact, the Bible never said this at all.
HsE, XL MRBEAX AV

In | Timothy 6:10 tells us.
PEPEHTT 6 3 12 451,

that the love of money is the root of all evil.
T Ji 2 A

One of the surest measuring stick of a person’s
character.

AR NHIEAS A, RAETFHRE R,

is how they handle their material possessions.
FUEE T B REE R ) o

Why is this?

N2

Because you either master your money or

material possessions, or your money will
become your master.

PONIREA R B N, e
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There are two thousand verses in the Word of
God that speak directly to the subject of
handling money and possessions.

FEEZ W, 47 2000 5 HERIR B a4k B
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The Lord, Jesus, said more about the right and
the wrong use of material possessions than He
spoke about Heaven and Hell.

HRER LB 58 IR 5 15 1 e R AN ) T
Z R R E SR

Why is that?

N AW ?

Because material possessions are related to the
eternal.

ESPSERCRIZE /R Y S ERE PR

How?

A ARAR?

“Because,” said Jesus, “you either master
money or it masters you;”

HRERUE, 1R AR EN, St
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and, if money masters you, then Jesus is not
your master;

IR SRR EN, BREREIA R RE) 3.
and when Jesus is not your master,
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you are not going to be with Him in Heaven.
PRIRAS RE ANt 7Kz [ 72 R 52 B

In Nehemiah, Chapter 5,

Je i KIdER 5 =,

we see an example of mishandling of material
possessions.

FATVE W AR B A o ) S 1

The people in Nehemiah’s time were mastered
by their possessions.

JEARKIII AR, AMT#E SR YA
They were in financial bondage.
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Verse 1 of Chapter 5 tells us
JEAAKICH b 5 1 rIA],

that there was a division among them.

fiAr I A 4y 4

As they were making progress in the building
of the wall,

HABATHY R IR LA HEAT B — 241,

a crisis regarding management of money came
up.
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This crisis could have torn down the wall.
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and left them in worse shape than [when] the
Babylonians had first attached them.

AT S 5 PRS2 B LA T8 A ARAT T B
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The devil often causes division over the subject
of money.

JBE R SR 2y Sk A BRATT
He does that in families.
1E 5 iE BAhIX A48,

He does that in churches,
TEH 2 BAIX A4,

and he does that among business partners.

JE BRI B AR

| want you to look at Chapter 5, verse 2.
IZEE Nk i

This tells us that there was a shortage of human
necessities.

FER B I 7 IRAE PR R SR I R
and that those necessities had a high price;
XL A 5 O AR B B

but it gets worse.

AR,

In verse 3,

R 3719,

we meet some people who were in such bad

debt that everything they owned was
mortgaged.

AL NRitR, H AT K — VIR
£ T .

In verse 4,

EHLURER

they were borrowing money, not just for
necessities, but even to pay their taxes.

RATTAMED Y B A AT A i, S 202 S
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The Bible does not prohibit borrowing,

XL IFAZE AR,

but it teaches us to pay our debts.
HHCFFATH Hik.

Psalm 37:21 said

Wim 37 F 21 i

“The wicked borrow and do not repay but the
righteous show mercy and give.”

BNETAEE, XAFEREN, I Hit
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When the Scripture says, “Owe no one

anything,”
HER AR f,

it means pay your debt always.
%A@\E‘jﬁ%i}‘é’ ﬁ%%—‘/—\‘_‘ég{%j&c

Nehemiah’s people were in total financial
slavery to debt in verse 5.

LGS0 O R FIE SRR (i N TR Cete o9 WK g ]
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Let’s read it together.
AR BLIX B 2 3.

They were mortgaging the future of their
children.

BT 248 L2 AR R AR 1

They said, “We are selling our children into
slavery, we are in such debt.”

il T, AR FEG, H2ELLERAA
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There are many people today who are in
financial bondage.

A FAATVF 2 N B 55 4

Nehemiah shows us that financial bondage is
not God’s will for His people.

JeA R G VRBAT, BifisrE Ly, FRARARS At
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Jesus said,
HB ek 13,

“You shall know the Truth and the Truth shall
set you free.”

PRATIARRIS BB, EIAILRA IS PLE H .
In fact, sometimes, God does not answer the

prayers of a person who is in financial bondage.

HL b, A NG KR
In Deuteronomy, Chapter 28,

Hirid 28 &,

God promised His people blessings, not
bondage;

PHRLVE Y 7 IR EE AR 2 ABATT, T AN A2 AL A
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but the devil wants to keep you in bondage and
away from blessing.

{ELRE R AN EAWGRAR,  SKZF IR AR

Satan often uses our money to put us in
financial bondage,

WUE R S B A BA I 5525 5
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and, in the book of Nehemiah, God’s people
were turning on one another.

FEJE AT AKAL FA ) 1 R ELAH XS IR

because of financial bondage.
HILRE A 153 55 1) i

It was the devil’s strategy to divide God’s
people over money and stop the work of God,

JBE TRt A A8 BRI R4 &y, 2 ) e
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and that is still his plan;

HE SRR Tt

but it was not only those who were having a
hard time with their spending habits that were
in financial bondage,

B AR e L AEER (19 N 2 B A\ 53 55 410
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it was not only those who were unable to pay
their bills that were in financial bondage,

WAL A KB 55 A=A 55 1Y
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but there was another group who were in
financial chains, too.

A T A B PRI

Nehemiah had to confront the nobles and the
rulers who had plenty of money.

JEA AL IR AT IS L 5 A B BT 5

but who were using money for manipulation
and exploitation.

AT Bk R R B H 2k

In verses 6 and 7 of Nehemiah 5,

Je A KIS L5 6-7 71,

we see that they were charging exorbitant
interest rates.

TATE AT =R B
Nehemiah rebuked them for the sin of usury;
Je A AR BRABATT B = A BE Y FRE T AT

but then he came up with a creative idea to
solve the problem.

SRR AR — AN DT R R 7] R,
The nobles accepted his solution.

SRARESZ T Ik

My listening friends, before I talk some more
about this, I want you to listen to me very
carefully.

REMMA, RPN, HEH O
Wy
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Money is a wonderful servant and a great tool.
e U IRA TR AR A,

Money can be a tremendous blessing;
BB AT AT RAR K AR
but it also can be a terrible master,

Bk E al USON R E M TN .

and the point of this chapter is very important.
X — ) AR

These businessmen, nobles and rulers, when
they heard Nehemiah’s challenge, they
responded and they repented.

XL AN BTRE S,  HAbATr I A K B
WO, R A= 16 T

They were breaking the laws of God by taking
money from their investors and clients;

AT TP s AN B B R, I8 1 A
2o

but they repented and paid it back.

EARATT L, FF A3 TP ) 4 o
These are all found in verses 14 to 19 of
Chapter 5.

PRATTAT AN EE 1L % 14-19 1 A FIX Bl
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Number 1,

EFE

Nehemiah says to put God first.

JeA KU, DA .

Nehemiah was appointed by the King to be the
governor,

[ IR EAKAEE K,

yet he did not take advantage of his position
and personally profit.

AR AR IR, EEE SRR S

He laid aside his personal rights in order to put
God first.

BT H SRR, B EE AL

He was living by the New Testament principle.
A 28 T 24 1 L0

What is that principle?

et 72

Seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness.
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It was the lordship of God that dominated his
life and not the love of money or accumulation
of things.

M EREE M NA, A e
Y.

My friend, | want to tell you that, if money is
your god,

REMMA, GRS R R E A,

then you will never be free until you renounce
it.

BRAERATFFELafh, SNARKAEH .
Why do | say this?

N ARIX A TVL?

Because money is an idol that will devour its
worshippers.

PN EER MR, LI TR

In verse 16, Nehemiah said, “I continued to
work and bought no land.”

16 7 A K, AEOEIENE, R
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That means that he did not buy land cheaply by
taking advantage of others.

RSV, MR ERIRE, SR, B
Wi SN

He could have personally profited and made a
fortune;

At RT DA BRI SREERA A 0V

but he was completely honest in his financial
dealings.

SR, AEBRIV 7 T A 58 4 ik

Why?

N4

Because he put God first.

R At Lb i & 5 A

If you want God to come first in your life,

W RARAEFRAE VR AR A B AL

He can unshackle you from the love of money.
ik e (W N =] (=T SR 0 G
The second principle is found in verses 17 and
18:

£ 17-18 7 AT HR B 5 = AN R,

It is more blessed to give than to receive.

Jiti EE 32 B8 N A

There were 150 nobles and rulers eating at
Nehemiah’s table.

H 150 M KFRAEK, RRERHKE
7R
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They were feasting on ox, sheep and foul, all
freshly prepared every day.

AATT AR R A B 1 A4 A F S,
Nehemiah was generous for 12 straight years.

—IE124F, A KA,

and God kept on supplying his needs.
At AN i) Bt £ S Al ) 75 22

Nehemiah did not tax the people to meet his
needs;

Je A AKMEA W H RS, DMtE O
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instead, he depended on God for all of his
needs;

fih e A B ph A N — )

and God kept on providing because Nehemiah
kept on giving;

Je A KA T, f AT R

and Nehemiah’s generosity was joyously given.

Je s K o R e T,

The Bible says that God loves the cheerful
giver.

XAV, MENRHORERZERE .

The Bible does not emphasize what you have,

ELMNRA R AH A,

but rather what you give.

{EAR SRR VRBEAT H o

Most people who love Jesus want to give.
% FHRERHI AR R B8 T

The problem is that some people are in such
bondage financially that they do not know how
to give.

R, AL NI, A i
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They have the desire for freedom,
A 1B RS E
but they don’t have the design to get that

freedom.
HAR{HH.

Only God can give them their freedom but they
must submit to Him.

MEA t BERE I A4S E H,  AEARAT T 205 it
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Nehemiah lists a third principle, and it is this:
JeA AKIEHE =ANE, IR,

You cannot out-give God.

IRATTEEEAAT R EE 2
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Nehemiah depended on God to supply his every
need and God did.

Jef oK e & E N AL — VIR, FHAA
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If you put God first in your life,

WER RS & E AL

when you become free from financial bondage,
ORI 28 0 55 R 2] B

God will take care of all of your needs.

P IR BUR — 1) 72

The greatest example of giving is what God
gave to us:

B R B S w2 AT

For God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son.

FREZEN, F R T 45 fhA T
Because our greatest need was forgiveness,
AT B K 75 2 TR S

God sent us a Savior, Jesus Christ,

PR T H R BB 25 AT

that He might give us eternal life.

PABC e 25 FRAT 1K AE

Do you want to live a godly life?

i B e AR ) A T P 2

The God who sees straight through us wants to
reach down to our inner character today and
liberate us.

MHEZERATIAC, A RAEDEAFATH O
R, B E .

Let the masks fall and the fagade drop.
EIRATIBCT D e 1 T

Let God bring you freedom from any bonds
that hold you.
TEFRFEAR AR HoRE I K

God sees the real you,

MEF WARK R,

and He wants to liberate the real you,
BB TER I K

and you can join with me in this prayer.
TR — R

Lord, I have been in financial bondage for too
many years.

W, AR ] 2 4,
I want to ask You to liberate me in Jesus’ name,

FEAE BRI A4 SRAURBE TR,



160. so that I may live as a master of money and not
money the master of me.

MR EN, AR EERBER.
161. | pray this in Jesus’ name.
ZHRER ) 424575

162. Amen.
BaTAr T



